VIRGINIA:
BEFORE THE VIRGINIA GAS AND OIL BOARD

APPLICANT: EQUITABLE RESOURCES ENERGY COMPANY, ) VIRGINIA GAS
a West Virginia Corporation ) AND OIL BOARD

RELIEF SOUGHT: MODIFICATION OF VIRGINIA OIL AND GAS
CONSERVATION BOARD (herein “OGCB”)
ORDER NO. 9-89 ENTERED MARCH 20, 1989 AS
SUBSEQUENTLY MODIFIED BY VIRGINIA GAS
AND OIL BOARD (herein “VGOB”) ORDER NO.
93-0316-0348 ENTERED OCTOBER 23, 1993 and
93-0316-0348-01 HEARD SEPTEMBER 17, 1996
(herein collectively “Nora Coal Bed Gas Field
Rules” or “Nora Order”)

DOCKET NUMBER
89-0126-0009-01

LEGAL

DESCRIPTION: NORA COALBED GAS FIELD OF DICKENSON,
WISE, RUSSELL AND BUCHANAN COUNTIES,

- VIRGINIA_(herein “Nora Field”)

REPORT OF THE BOARD
FINDINGS AND ORDER

1. Hearing Date and Place; This matter came on for hearing before the Virginia Gas and Oil Board (herein
“Board”) at 9:00 a.m. on September 17, 1996, Dickenson Conference Room, Southwest Virginia 4-H Center,

Abingdon, Virginia.

Z Appearances; James E. Kaiser of Hunter, Smith & Davis appeared for the Applicant, and Sandra B.
Riggs, Assistant Attorney General, was present to advise the Board.

6. Jurisdiction and Notice; Pursuant to Va. Code §§ 45.1-361.1 et seq., and in particular Va. Code
§45.1.361.20, the Board find that it has jurisdiction over the subject matter. Based upon Applicant’s
representations to the Board, the Board finds that the Applicant has given notice of its application as required by
VagCode §§ 45.1-361.19 and 45.1-361.20.

4. Relief Requested; Applicant seeks to modify the Nora Coal Bed Gas Field Rules to provide that the
Virginia Gas and Oil Inspector (herein “Inspector”) may consider and grant location exceptions on a case-by-case
basis for proposed coalbed methane gas wells drilled in the Nora Field.

5. Relief Granted; The requested relief in this cause be and hereby is granted, and pursuant to Va. Code
§45.1-361.20 the Nora Coal Bed Gas Field Rules are modified and amended by adding the following provision:

Upon a filing with the Inspector of an application which meets the requirements of § 6 of 4
VAC 25-160-60' governing applications to the Board for exceptions to minimum well spacing
requirements of Va. Code 45.1-361.17, the Inspector may consider and in the Inspector’s
discretion, he may grant an exception to the well location requirements of the Nora Coal Bed Gas
Field Rules for coalbed methane gas wells drilled in the Nora Field.

! Formerly cited as VR 480-05-22.2, Virginia Gas and Oil Board Regulations



6. Conclusion: Therefore, the relief considered in accordance with the terms and provisions set forth in
Paragraph 5 above be and hereby is granted and IT IS SO ORDERED.
7, Effective Date: This Order shall be effective as of the date of its execution.

DONE AND EXECUTED this,Z“‘( dayof_éw. 1996, by a majority of the Virginia Gas
and Oil Board.

Chairman, Be Wampl
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Virginia Gas and Qil
STATE OF VIRGINIA )
COUNTY OF WISE
Acknowledged on ﬂm&%ay of , 1996, personally before me a notary public in and

for the Commonwealth of Virginia, appeared Benny Wampler being duly sworn did depose and say that he is

Chairman of the Virginia Gas and Oil Board, thatheexecuimesameandwasauthorizedtodoso.

Susan G. Garrett
Notary Public

My Commission expires: 07/31/98

STATE OF VIRGINIA )

COUNTY OF WASHINGTON ) of ; )
Acknowledged on tlnsé day of 96 personally before me a notary public in and for

the Commonwealth of Virginia, appeared Byron Thomas Fulmer being duly sworn did depose and say that he is
Principal Executive to the Staff of the Virginia Gas and Board,thathcexecu the same and was authorized

to do so. A
OJ@

Dmne I Dav:s
Notary Public

My commission expires 9/3/97
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Mr. Joseph Johnson, Chairman

Virginia 0il and Gas Conservation Board
c/0 Mr. Byron T. Fulmer

State 0il and Gas Inspector

Department of Mines, Minerals and Energy
Division of Gas and 0il

Post Office Box 1416

Abingdon, Virginia 24210

Re: Spacing Application
Equitable Resources Exploration, Inc.
Dickenson, Wise, Russell, and Buchanan Counties, Virginia
Our File No. 1546-MR-017

Dear Mr. Johnson:

Pursuant to testimony offered at the January 26, 1989, hearing on
this matter, we are hereby submitting plats indicating the size
and configuration of drilling units proposed by Equitable
Resources Exploration, Inc. (”EREX”) for the Nora Coalbed Gas
Field. As depicted, each drilling unit is proposed to be a
square having sides 1,600 feet in length. Such drilling units
would be approximately 58.75 acres in size, more or less. The
plats also depict a minimum distance of 300 feet from the outside
boundary of each drilling unit within which coalbed methane wells
should be located.

Two (2) sets of plats are being submitted with this letter. One
set shows drilling units around EREX Well No. PC-1, while the
other set shows drilling units in the area around EREX Wells No.
PC-101 and PC-102. These two areas have been uniformly spaced so



Mr. Joseph Johnson
February 3, 1989
Page 2

that an extension of the approximate 58.75-acre grid from one
area to the other will mesh. Seven (7) copies of each of the
plats are hereby submitted.

Please let me know should you have any questions.
Very truly yours,
{ Covnds
Richard A. Counts
RAC:sks
Enclosures
cc: Dr. Robert Whisonant
Mr. Russell Wayland
Mr. Benny Wampler
Mr. James Bunn

Byron T. Fulmer
A. George Mason, Jr., Esquire

[letters:johnson.017]



