
VIRGINIA:
BEFORE THE GAS AND OIL BOARD

IN RE:

Applic:ation of Edwards and Harding Petroleum Company
for forced Pooling of Interest in a Drilling Vnit

Affected by Well Number EH-71, VGOB 1120-50 in the
Garden lmgisterial District of Buchanan County, Virgin a

This cause came on this 21st day of November, 1990, upon the

applicaticn of Edwards and Harding Petroleum Company riiquesting

that this Board pool the interests of well operators ir the 80-

acre (plus a tolerance of 158) drilling unit establishec. for the

Oakwood Ccalbed Methane field in the Garden Magisterial )istrict
of Buchan in County, Virginia. Notice of the filing of the

application herein and of the time, date and place of thci hearing

thereon wa i duly and properly given to each well operator 0 f record

having an Lnterest in the oil and gas underlying the tract i within

the drilling unit covered hereby as required by Secti,n 45.1-
361.19, Cele of Virginia, 1950 as amended. The Board exaI Lned the

Notice as given and further conducted inquiry into the suf .'iciency

of Edwards and Harding Petroleum Company's search to deter iine the

name and whereabouts of well operators who may be affecteil by the

pooling of oil and gas interests in the drilling unit . nvclved

herein. The Board finds that Edwards and Harding Petroleum has

exercised ilue diligence and has conducted a meaningful siarch of

reasonably available sources at hand. The Board hereby i'pproves

the notice given, by publication and otherwise, as meet Lng the

statutory > equirements, rules of the Board and minimum s"iandards

of state aiid federal due process, and finds that notice )ias been



given in all respects as required by law and the rules of this
Board.

Based upon the evidence presented, the Board fi]iis that
Edwards ani Harding Petroleum Company has proposed to s':imulate

various coul seams below the Tiller seam. Edwards and Baziling has

failed to demonstrate that they have the consent of i,'he coal

operator, Island Creek Coal Company, to stimulate coa'.l. :earns it
intends to produce. This Board has ruled that an applicaiit for a

coalbed me'Dane gas forced pooling order must, as a cond,'tion of

approval of the order, demonstrate that they have the coi,sent of
the coal operator to stimulate. Section 45.1-361.29(f)(2) requires
a coalbed methane gas operator to provide proof of consent to
stimulate :oal seams in order to obtain a permit for wiill work

operations If an applicant for a forced pooling cannot di ill the

well in the proposed unit, then the correlative rightii i.f other
owners of an interest in the pool will not be protectecI. This

Board is specifically charged with protecting the correlative
rights of all coalbed methane gas owners in this unit.

NOW JHEREFORE, it is ORDERED that Edwards and Harding

Petroleum "ompany's application for a forced pooling r.sit for
proposed wall EH-71, VGOB 1120-50 be and hereby is dismissed

without pre,)udice. Edwards and Harding shall mail copies of this
order to a.'.1 persons required to be notified pursuant to Section
45.1-361.15 of the Code of Virginia.



All members present and in aGreement done and ex)c~:ed this
5th day of January , l991.

day of JanuaryjDone and performed this 5th

19%', by O.der of this Board

The Eoard will receive, consider and respond to p)t:.Cions of

any interested person at any time with respect to reco/sf ieration

or revision of this procedural rule. This rule shjall become

effective 30 days from the date below.

Prig5ipal Executive t4
dtirginia Gas hnd ]i

tee Staff
1 Board


