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VIRGINTIA:
BEFORE THE VIRGINIA GAS AND OIL BOARD

DOCKET NO. VGOB
ALBE 94~-0215-0435
£S AND DRILLING UNITS FOR

) PURSUANT TO VA. CODE
IN. § 45.1-361.20 (MICHIE
SUPP. 1993)

LEGAL
DESCRIPTION: SE, RUSSELL, SCOTT AND

COUNTIES, VIRGINIA
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REPORT OF THE BOARD

()

Roarxng Fork cQalh-- Hsthana Gan Fiald {herein scmetimes referred to as "the
Roaring Fork Field" or "Field") was originally raised before the Board on October
19, 1993, upon Columbia Natuzal Rasources ("CNR") objections to Egquitable
Resources Exploratipn’s ("EREX") applications in VGOB Docket Nos. 93-1019-0411,
93~1019-0412, 93-1019-0413, 93-1019-0414, 93-1919-0415, and 93-1019-0416 for the
astahlishneat of 18.03-acre drilling units in compliance with Va. Code Ann. §
45.1-361.17 (Michie Supp. 1993) and the pooling of said unite for the preduction
of Coalbed Methane Gae .

In acting on EREX's applications, on October 19, 1993 the Board found
that there was not sufficient evidence to determine the boundaries of the fiald
within which the proposed units were located, the appropriate drilling unit aize
or shape, or the gas content of tha coal underlying said proposed units. Thus,
the Board approved the issuance of Temporary Orders establishing the proposed
18.03~acre unita as provisional units for Wells VCP-3097, VCP-3098, VCP-3099,
VCP-3100, VCP-3101 and VCP-3102 (herein collectively "Proviesional Units"). The
Board instructed EREX that as the wells in the Provisional Units were completed
and developed, EREX was to report to the Board the production history of the
wells drilled in said Provisional Units, core data and other supporting
geological and engineering aevidence regarding the reservoir engineering of the
field within which said wells were located so that the Board could take acticn
pursuant to Va. Code Ann. § 45.1-361.20 (Michie Supp. 1993) to craate field rules
and establish drilling units for said pocol as well as medify the Board'’s orders
with respect to the Provisional Units.

EREX responded to the Board‘s diractives with respect to the

Provisional Units at the March 15, 1994 and the April 19, 1994 Board hearings
under VGOB Docket No. 94-0215-0435 by putting on sufficient testimony for the

2 Board to establish [these Field Rules pursuant te Va. Code Ann. §45.1-361.20
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(Michie Supp. 1993). The hearings of the Board were held at the Dickenson
Conference Room, Sguthwest Virginia 4-H Educational Center, Abingdon, Virginia.

b 2 A eg: Elizabeth McClanahan of Penn Stuart, BEskridge & Jones
appeared for EREX; k A. Swartz of Kay, Casto, Chaney, Love and Wise appeared
for CNR; Michael Lepchitz appearsd for Westmoreland Coal Company; and Sandra B.
Rigga, Aseistant Attornmey General, was present to advise the Board.

A Jurisdjction and Notice: Purgsuant to Va. Code Ann. §§ 45.1-361.1,
et, geq. (Michie Supp. 1993), VR 480-05-22.1 (1991), and VR 480-05-22.2 (19%1),
the Board finds that it has jurisdiction over the subject matter. Notice of the
Board’s motion and| the hearings to coneider all proposals for the adoption of
field rules, stating tha time, date and place of the hearing was duly and
properly given as required by the Code of Virginia and the Rules of thia Board,
and the notices given herein satisfy all statutory requirements, Board rule
requirements and the minimum standarde of due process.

Coalbed Methane Gas Field consists of sandstone, shales and coals of the
Pennsylvanian Pottsville Group and the lower-most Allegheny Group. The
formationa in ascending stratigraphic order are: Pocahontas; Lee; Norton; and
Wise. Within the Pottaville Group, the Harlan Formation is present. There is
a range of 2,000 to 3,000 feet of Pennsylvanian stratigraphic section in the
Roaring Fork area. Structurally, this area lies northwest of and includes parts
of the asymmetrical, northeasterly plunging Powell Valley Anticline, and this
area is southeast of the Pine Mountain Thrust Fault. Strata dipe are to the
northwest at 1 to 2|degrees. The Powell Valley Anticline plunges approximately
5 degrees to the northeast.

After reviewing gas content and desorption data taken from
within the Field from 6 dry holes, 231 coal logs, 624 shallow coal cores, 4
sidewall core desorptions, 4 whole core desorptions, and 8 c¢oalbed methane wells

i - d: In the interest of preventing the waste of Coalbed
Mathane Gas, avoiding the drilling of unnecessary wells, protecting correlative
ng concurrent development of conflicting leasehold estates, the
Board hereby establishes the Roaring Fork Cocalbed Methane Gas Field for the
exploration, development and production of Coalbed Methane Gas from the pool
described in Subparagraph 5.a. hereof ("Subject Formationa”) underlying the land
described in Subparagraph 5.b. hereof ("Subject Landsa”). Further, the Board
hereby establishes 80-acre aquare drilling units within the Roaring Fork Field
as r:re particularly described in Subparagraph 5.c. hereof and depicted in
Exhibit A.

pool coverad by these Field Rules is defined as Coalbed
Methane Gas produc from the Pennsylwvanian Age coals from the top of the Rocky
Fork, including the Upper Clintwood, Bottom Clintwood, Blair, Lyona, and the
Dorxcheeter, and from the top of the Norton, including all splits to the top of
the green and red shales, including but not limited to, Middle Norton, Yellow
Creek, Edwards, Gl ille, Hagy, Splashdam, Upper Banner, Lower Banner, Kennedy,
Raven, Jawbone, Tiller, Upper Horsepen, Middle Horsepen, War Creek, Beckley,
Lower Horsepen, Pocahontas No. 8, Pacahontaa No. 4, Pocahontas No. 3, Pocahontas
No. 1, and any oth unnamed coal seams, coalbeds or pools, and rock strata
asgociated therewith (hereinafter the "Subject Formation”), underlying an area
of approximately 176,400 acres lying in Wise, Russell, Scott and Lee Counties,
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pbed in Subparagraph 5.b. hereof and depicted in the attached
Lands®).

The boundaries of the Roaring Fork Coalbed Methane Gas Fiald
are determined by the continuity and quality of the underlying coals, including
the gas content and coal thicknesses therein, as compared to other coalbed
methane gas fields both within and outside Virginia, including but not limited
to the adjoining Nora Coal Bed Gas Field, and are described as follows:

Virginia, as descr]
Exhibit A ("Subjec

b.

BEGINNING at a point, Virginia (South Rectangular) State Plane
nates System, N 238,193.24, E 806,605-.68 (Virginia State

pordinates, South Sou-, NAD 27), the southwest cormer

line of said field being approximately 97,450 feet parallel of
latitude 36°55'00", to a point N 234, 151 32, E 903,972.10;

a poi N 218,993.44, E 903,369.66; thance westerly with
parallel at latitude 36°52'30", approximately 192,353 feet to
N 227,301.65, B 711,196.32, a point i.n the Kentucky, Vi.rg.‘..n:!.a.

855.16; thence south with the west line of the Nora Coal
Field approximately 98,275 feet to the point of

units shall be of ch shape and size as necessary to complete the spacing of the
Field. The drilling units aestablished hereby shall be aligned and arranged so
that they shall comstitute a grid as depicted in Exnihit A hereto. Except as

A Coalbed Methane Gae well drilled within the Roaring Fork
Field shall not be locatad at any point which is: (1) less than 300 feet from the

the Field. It appears to thia Board from the evidence adduced that it may be
necessary for Operators to request, from time to time, increased density wells
and/or location exceptions. The Virginia Gas and 0il Inspector may grant
location exceptions upon satisfactory proof of need on a case-by-case basis. The
Board, on a case-byrcase basis, may authorize the drilling of increased density
wells under va. Code Ann. § 45.1-361.20 (Michie Supp. 1993).

Except as herein provided, the terms of this Order shall apply
to all Coalbed Methane Gas wells drilled into and producing from Subject
Formations underlying Subject Lands. This Order shall not apply to coalbed
mei?ane gas wells drilled into the gob area of any mine or any conventional gas
“ -

ate: This Drder shall be effective as of April 19, 1994.

ED this iz day of % s 1994, by a

ginia Gas and 0il Board.

majority of the Vir

Chairman y Wampler
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of the Board.

b . '4'2
DONE AND PE it W e i , 1994, by Order

-
igcipal Executive to the Staff
Virginia Gas and Oil Board

Commonwealth of Virginia )
County of Wise ) ~

edged on this é! j day of _M , 1994,

perscnally before a notary public in and for the ComMonwealth of Virginia,
appeared Benny R. Wampler, being duly sworn did depose and say that he is
Chairman of the Virginia Gae and 0il Board, that he executed the same and was
authorized to do

A

Susan G. Garrett
Notary Public
My Commiseion Expires: 07/31/94

STATE OF VIRGINIA )
COUNTY OF WASHINGTON )

Acknowledgaed on this ' day of / : 1994,
paersonally before a notary public in and for the Commonwealth of Virginia,
appeared Byron Fulmer, being duly sworn did depose and say that he is the

Principal Executl to the Staff of the Virginia Gae and 0il Board, that he
executed the same and was authorized to do so.

Diana J. Dav
Notary Public

My Commiseion Expires: 09/30/97
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February 10, 1994

DELIVERY

Byron T. Fulmer, Secretary
Virginia Gas & Oil Board
P.0O. Box 1416

Abingdon, Virginia 24210

uitable Resources Exploration Roaring

rk Coalbed Methane Field Application

cket No.: VGOB-94/02/15-0435

se, Russell, Scott and Lee Counties, Virginia
E&J Client No.: 863-137

Re:

WEUODHH

Dear Tom:

Coalbed Methane Field amended application and exhibits for field

I have encljfed Equitable Resources Exploration's Roaring Fork
rules for the March Board docket. Thanks very much.

Sincerely,

EAM/lws

Enclosures

[18\863-137\FulmApp. tr]




