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Disclaimer

This dataset is provided as is. Variable conditions
arising from physical sources used to develop

the data may be reflected in the data. It is designed

for use at the designated scale and should not be
enlarged or used for making site-specific decisions.
Users must be aware of possible errors in scale, resolution,
rectification, positional accuracy, development method-
ology, and other circumstances specific to this dataset
when using information contained herein. Distribution
of this map is intended for information purposes and
should not be considered authoritative for navigational,
engineering, legal, or other site-specific uses.
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MINERAL RESOURCES AND INDUSTRIES
IN CHARLOTTE COUNTY, VIRGINIA

In 2005, over 15,000 tons of sand were produced in Charlotte County, Virginia. J. R.
Tharpe Trucking Company obtained the sand from two operations along the Roanoke River in
the southwestern part of the county. BMC Rock, Inc. opened a granite quarry in the central part
of the county in 2005, producing over 19,000 tons of granite.

In the past, copper minerals were developed by shafts and pits southwest of Keysville and
near Laconia. A small quantity of ore was produced from these localities. The Grove mine is
located approximately 3 miles southeast of Eureka and 3 miles northeast of Drakes Branch. The
site consists of three shafts (60, 85, and 160 feet deep), 800 feet of drifts, and several pits. In
1917, the Grove mine was the largest and the only producing mine in the northern portion of the
Virgilina district. From 1916-1917 the mine produced approximately 2500 tons of ore. The
Wilson and Gilliam prospects are located several miles to the southwest of the Grove mine and
consisted of shafts and pits. The Daniel’s mine is located 3 miles east of Drakes Branch and
worked by three shafts around the early 1900’s. The Crenshaw prospect and McNeny mine are
located south of the Daniel’s mine. The McNeny mine consisted of two shafts; one 60 feet deep
opened in about 1895 and the other, 150 feet deep, opened about 1905. The Barnes mine,
located in the southern part of Charlotte County near the Roanoke River and west of Laconia,
was worked perhaps as early as 1700 by several shafts. The site was later worked in 1881 and
1898. The McLean prospect is a shallow shaft located northeast of the Barnes mine.

Mica has been mined and prospected in pegmatites that occur in the vicinity of Charlotte
Court House and Cullen. Of these sites, the Henry Moore and Vassar mines were probably the
most important. The Henry Moore mine consists of a pit 25 feet long by 15 feet deep and was
approximately 2 miles southwest of Charlotte Court House. It was operated during 1941 and
1942 and produced some 3- by 5-inch sheets of mica. The Vassar mine is located about one mile
northwest of the Moore mine and produced approximately 200 dollars worth of mica from an 18-
foot shaft in 1942. Feldspar, also associated with pegmatites, has been prospected near Abilene
and Cullen. Granitic rocks have been quarried near Saxe and Drakes Branch and along the
Roanoke River to provide stone for local construction purposes. Soapstone was reportedly
quarried near Cullen.

Clay materials have been produced near Drakes Branch for use in the manufacture of
brick. Testing indicates that clay materials at other localities are potentially suitable for use in
brick and tile. Kyanite-bearing quartzite occurs in the vicinity of Madisonville and some
prospect work has been done. Syenite that is found near Drakes Branch and Charlotte Court
House is a possible source of decorative and construction stone. Vermiculite occurs in an area
that trends from the vicinity of Phenix southwestward into Halifax County. Monazite, a
phosphate of the rare earths, occurs in saprolite of granitic rocks near Madisonville and Red
House. Graphite has been found in the vicinity of Drakes Branch and Saxe, and amethyst has
been collected at a site west of Charlotte Court House.
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