SAFETY PRECAUTIONS
BURNING REFUSE
It shall be the Contractors’ responsibility to monitor the construction activities during the life of the project and to determine if hazardous or unhealthy conditions exist.  Any pertinent OSHA, MSHA or State health and safety regulations pertaining to burning refuse piles shall be complied with.  It shall be the Contractors’ responsibility to determine the magnitude, quality and implementation of a safety program to include monitoring the adverse effects of coal refuse combustion.  The Contractor should contact MSHA and State agencies to request assistance in developing a safety program.  Listed below are some of the possible adverse effects and by‑products of coal refuse combustion that the Contractor shall consider in developing a safety program.  The list should only be used as a guide and not as an all-inclusive list.

Sudden subsidence of the ground surface

Emission of steam

Emission of Carbon Monoxide, Sulphur Dioxide and other gaseous by-products of coal combustion

Steam explosions

Spontaneous ignition and burning of exposed hot material

High surface temperatures

Release of smoke and fly ash

It shall be the Contractors’ responsibility to provide protective clothing and equipment, emergency breathing apparatus, medical supplies and instrumentation for monitoring potentially unhealthy working conditions encountered during construction.  The Contractor shall train all equipment operators, laborers and other personnel of the hazardous or unhealthy conditions which may be encountered during the work, and possible courses of action to be implemented to avoid an accident as required by applicable OSHA and MSHA regulations.

DEEP MINES


The Contractor shall examine the area around and above open portals for unstable rock, debris and other hazards to safety.  Where necessary, the Contractor shall scale loose rock from the face of the wall or set timbers to provide temporary support while working in the area.



The Contractor shall test as necessary for methane and carbon monoxide (black damp) when working in or near a portal that has an air flow out of the mine.  This shall be a particular concern when a portal is being daylighted after having been covered for a long time.



When a closed portal is being daylighted to install a drain, care shall be exercised to control the water that will be discharged when the portal is opened.  The drainway which shall receive the water shall be constructed to it’s finished dimensions and lined as designed.  The water to be discharged shall be tested for pH, iron and manganese, and treatment prepared if the pH is less than 6, the iron greater than 6.0 ppm or the manganese greater than 4.0 ppm.  The water treatment shall be maintained during the remainder of the construction period or until the mine pool has drawn down and the discharge stops.


HAZARDOUS AND TOXIC MATERIALS
If hazardous or toxic materials (i.e. PCB’s, Asbestos Containing Material (ACM), lead‑acid batteries, etc.) are encountered during the work, the Contractor shall immediately notify the Agency.  The Department of Environmental Quality guidelines for handling and cleaning up the site shall be followed.

MEASUREMENT AND PAYMENT
There will be no separate payment for this item.  If necessary, in the event that the required action will not be incidental to existing pay items, appropriate change orders shall be executed.

