


Minutes (Draft)
Virginia Solar Energy Development and Energy Storage Authority
Tuesday, October 22, 2019 at 1:00 P.M.
 
 
Call to Order
[bookmark: _GoBack]Chairman Cliona Robb called the meeting to order at 1:10 pm 
 
Members and staff then introduced themselves and welcomed guests, Carrie Hearne, new DMME solar hire, and, and John Ockerman (not in attendance), the Governor’s newest appointment to the Authority. 

 Members Present: Colleen Lueken, Cliona Robb, Jon Hillis, Ken Hutcheson, Andrew Lamar,  Damian Pitt, Cody Nystrom, Paul Duncan

Members Absent:	Katharine Bond, Jack Rust, Hayes Framme, Ryan Dunn, Will Gathright, Brian Gordon, John Ockerman

VSEDA Staff Present: Ken Jurman, Carrie Hearne

 
Website Development Update
Ken Jurman explained that the site was nearly complete and needed to be populated with information. He promised to have demo at next meeting. 
 
Simulation Modeling of Clean Energy Development to Engage and Inform Decision-Makers and Stakeholders in Virginia
Jonathan Miles, Rod McDonald and Michael Deaton, James Madison University
Mr. Miles gave an intro to the presentation and discussed the opportunities for advancing renewable energy deployment in the Commonwealth and described the motivation for the proposed project, these being:
· SB 966 2018 GA 
· VA Energy Plan 
· VSEDA Annual Report 
· VA Energy Storage Study 
· VA Clean Energy Summit 
· EO 43 
The JMU team then discussed their proposal to employ a process known as System Dynamics Modeling to develop a simulation model that would help determine the steps required to meet the goals of Governor Northam’s Executive Order 43. They proposed employing a diverse group of stakeholders to participate in the development Simulation Model that could be used to test different energy policies to determine which would best help to reach the Commonwealth’s clean energy and carbon reduction goals. They explained that System Dynamics Modeling:

· Provides a tool to aid understanding
· Enables decision makers to make informed decisions
· Combines data from multiple sources
· Engages stakeholders from the start
· Successful when stakeholders say our model is right
· Allows for the inclusion of different stakeholder perspectives
· Allows what-if testing
The JMU team concluded their presentation by indicating that through intensive stakeholder engagement coupled with simulation modeling aw shown to be an effective tool for understanding the dynamics of complex issues and problems. The approach is applied by DOE and NREL and other major organizations to address complex issues. They encourage the Authority to consider adopting this approach in order to help ensure that the governor’s goals will be realized.
 
Scheduling 2020 Monthly meetings 
Ms. Robb indicated there was a need to have a goal to have a Quorum at future meetings. 
She proposed scheduling meeting monthly on the 15th of each month unless that date is on a weekend 
From March – December . 
3rd week of the month: Mon, Tues, Weds, Thurs morning or afternoon (8 options) 
 
Annual Report review and discussion 
Members and staff discussed the 2019 Annual Report. Key points of discussion included:

· Including the Energy Storage Study Final Report Executive Summary as an appendix to the Annual report 
· Whether listing all known solar and energy storage projects is necessary. Yes, as the Authority is the only known entity currently publishing this valuable info and therefore it is very valuable 
· Members should email staff directly with any updates, additional data 
· Including official Authority recommendations
· Whether there other means by which Report can be publicized. Staff explained there are no restrictions. Social media, press releases, DMME, the Authority’s and other entities’ websites, newsletters, and direct distribution to partner groups to get word out and get feedback. 
Members were given until October 31, 2019 to email and comments and suggested edits directly to staff, who would make updates and send a final draft back out to group.
 
Discussion of Follow-up Storage Study
The members discussed seeking funding for a follow-up study to the Energy Storage Study performed by Strategen Consulting. The study, recommended in the Strategen report, would look at use of energy storage to displace new natural gas peaking plants. Ms. Robb mad a motion that staff look for avenues to secure an amount not to exceed $50,000 to undertake the follow up study. Paul Duncan seconded the motion and it passed unanimously. 
 
 
Public Comments 
Michael Herbert with Delorean Power said he was interested in staying informed about the Authority’s activities and asked if there was a way for members of the public and entrepreneurs to follow receive advance notice about meeting agendas, dates, decisions, etc. Staff indicated his contact info would be added to an “interested parties” distribution list.
 
Motion to Adjourn 
Andrew Lamar made a motion to adjourn, Ken Hutcheson 2nd. All in favor. The meeting was adjourned, 3:03pm. 



