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The fall and winter months often see a slowing and shifting of
operations on mine sites. New construction, maintenance activities,
and repair projects are usually scheduled during this time of year.
As a result, miners may find themselves working in areas of the
mine where they don’t normally work and performing tasks they
are unfamiliar with. Contractors, often with little or no experience
working on mine sites, may be brought in to complete various
projects. Cold, wintry weather can also make working conditions
hazardous. Historically, there has been an increase in the number
of serious injuries and fatalities during the fall and winter months.
Proper planning, training, and awareness will go a long way to
reduce the potential for accidents. To help prevent accidents, the
Virginia Division of Mineral Mining (DMM) recommends the
following:

*  Maintain safe access to all work areas. Clear ice and snow as
needed.

*  Make certain all personnel have adequate clothing and PPE
for their jobs and are trained how to properly use their PPE.

*  Make certain all miner’s task training is up to date for the
tasks they will be performing. Also, ensure that training
includes hazard recognition and work area inspection.

»  Ensure that all contractors are aware of their responsibilities
on the mine site, and that their personnel have the training and
certifications that may be required.

Virginia Division Of Mineral Mining, 900 Natural Resources Dr., Suite 400, Charlottesville, VA 22903, 434-951-6310, www.dmme.virginia.gov/dmm



